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ABSTRACT

Background: The socio-economic base of education and employment since
ancient times in India was extremely narrow, and the door of education was close
for the economically and socially deprived sections of the society. There is a wide
inequality in education and employment opportunities between the scheduled
and non-scheduled population of India. Objective: The main objective of the
paper is to analyze the socio-economic profile i.e. the literacy and educational
status of scheduled (scheduled caste and scheduled tribes) compared to non-
scheduled population castes in India. In addition to this, study also tries to
examine whether socioeconomic status of SC and ST is upgrading or degrading.
Data and Methods: Study has used the census and NSSO data to achieved the
above the objective. The Indian Census is the most credible source of information
on Demography (Population characteristics), Economic Activity, Literacy and
Education, Housing & Household Amenities, and many other socio-cultural and
demographic data since 1872. Results: Results show that from census and
NSSO data, the status of the SC and ST population is slowly improving in both
aspects of education and employment. The pace of development quite slow, but
it is a continuous process. The gap among SC&ST and other category is
persisting, but it will soon disappear and this can achieved only with proper
government policy implementation.

Keywords: Education, Employment, Scheduled caste, Scheduled tribes, India

INTRODUCTION

Indian society is highly stratified, with many inequalities among the different social
groups. This inequality has segregated social groups into a distinct caste system. Dalit



224 Volume 11, Number 2, August 2021

Vishal Babu Mhadeshwar and Prashika Rajendra Kurlikar

and tribal are the worst positioned among them (Mosse, 2018). They have been separate
from the rest of the society to the extent that they denied even the basic human rights.
In Indian society, the most influential factor is caste, which determines a person’s
dignity in terms of socio economic indicators (Anand, 2005).

The constitution of India has given various provisions for schedule caste and schedule
tribes to safeguard and promote their cultural, social, educational, economic, and political
interests to bring them in the mainstream of the nation. However, they are still striving
to fulfill their basic need for food, clothing, and shelter. Besides these, today, they
needed opportunities to live life with self-respect and dignity. Hence, enough opportunities
should give to them a secure and dignified life in the 21st century (Punia and Niwas,
2013).

Caste system and Social exclusion is a global issue that has been prevailing in various
forms of suppression, the marginalization that is to a noticeable extent (Prasamita
Mohanty, 2014). It describes how more than one-fourth of Indian populations are not
protected through the Constitution. The root of the caste system is from ancient Indian
history. Since ancient times caste systems exist in India, and it exists today. Indian
Government has officially recognized the various castes, and the scheduled caste is
referring to as Dalit. However, the Indian Government has taken many measures to
uplift the socio-economic status of this Dalit population with many plans, programmers,
and schemes for the betterment for the scheduled caste; still, the goal is not to achieve
yet.

Despite constitutional prohibitions and laws, most recently the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989, violence and injustices against
untouchables continue today, particularly in rural areas of India. The caste system
forces people to remain separate. It also negatively influences people’s social stability.
“The caste system has been going on for a long time and unfortunately also influences
a person’s faith. (Times of India, 2015).

India is home to about 75% of another category, 16% and 8% of SCs and STs,
respectively. However, the decadal growth in the country for the period is different for
the marginalized group (SCs & STs) in country from others. The annual growth rate of
the population is 1.7%, while it is only 1.6 for others and more for SCs and STs (2.08
and 2.3 respectively) during 2001-2011 in India. The decadal growth rate of lower
groups (SCs & STs) is competing with the second-largest growth rate of the country in
the world (Pakistan).

The Constitution allowed rights to the Scheduled castes and tribes by providing job
reservations and preferential treatment in educational institutes beyond the period initially
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specified by the Constitution has divided Indians into two divisive camps- pro and anti-
reservationists (Louis, 2003). However, it is argue that merit has often taken second
place because of such policies that any way benefits only a particular section, already
privileged, among the disadvantaged. Louis from his study argues that SCs and STs
continue to represent in government services poorly, and they get far below than most
other sections in several development indicators, chiefly literacy (Louis, 2003).
Consequently, SCs and STs are poorly affected by bad health, have limited access to
essential services; their communities are marked by social disintegration and abject
poverty. This inequality is evident in various facets of life, such as ownership of land,
education, and employment (Singh P.). The tribes in India constitute 8.63% (Census
2011) of the landless people in India, which is the second-largest section after the
Scheduled Castes (16.43%) and they own only 3 percent of the large landholdings
(Singh P.)

India ended its “Dominion” status, became a republic on January 26, 1950, and put in
impact its new constitution. With an entire section dedicated to “Fundamental Rights,”
the Indian Constitution prohibits any discrimination based on religion, race, caste, sex,
and place of birth (Article 15[1]). This law extends to all public institutions, such as
government-run facilities, access to hotels and restaurants, federal employment and
open wells, tanks (human made ponds for water supply and bathing), and roads. The
practice of untouchability declared illegal (Article 17). So, has a constitutional
commitment to balance opportunities across castes since India becomes a republic? We
all know food, cloth, and shelter are the three necessities of a human being. Apart from
this, in the modern era, literacy, employment, and household condition is the fundamental
human right that helps to reduce disparity in society. In essence, literacy and jobs help
to improve the household and economic status.

OBJECTIVE

The present paper tires examine whether socio economic status of SC and ST is
upgrading or degrading. The study analyze the socio-economic profile i.e. literacy and
employment of the schedule caste and schedule tribe compared to their non-SC ST
counterparts. It is very important to understand whether they (SCs & STs) have shown
any improvement in literacy and employment with reference to others category, after
six decade of reservation policy.

DATA  AND  METHODOLOGY

For analysis, present used 2001 and 2011 census and NSSO 61st and 68th round data to
achieved the above the objective. The Indian Census is the most credible source of
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information on Demography (Population characteristics), Economic Activity, Literacy
and Education, Housing & Household Amenities, and many other socio-cultural and
demographic data since 1872.

Literacy

As per Census, a person aged seven and above who can both read and write with
understanding in any language, is treated as literate. A person, who can only read but
cannot write, is not literate. In the Censuses prior to 1991, children below 5 years of
age were treated as illiterates. It was decided at the 1991 Census that all children in the
age group 0-6, would be treated as illiterate by definition and the population aged seven
years and above only would be classified as literate or illiterate. Formula to calculate
literacy in analysis:

                        Number of literate person aged
Literacy rate =                                                          x 100
                         Population of aged 7 and above

                                       Number of literate person (a,s)
Specific literacy rate =                                                            x 100
                                   Population of a specific group (a, s)

Where a= age group
s= social group

Literacy rates are calculated for five age groups in the youth and adolescent category
and in the working age group for analysis purposes within social group at India level
classified in urban rural and gender wise.

Employment-to-population ratio (EPR)

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development defines the employment
rate as the employment-to-population ratio. Formula to calculate EPR:

                                                   Labour force employed (a,s)
Employment to population ratio =                                                  x 100
                                                        Total population (a,s)

Where a= age group
s= social group

Census gives the employment in four categories. To understand the participation of
marginalised group in higher employment NSSO 61st and 68th round on employment is
use for study.
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RESULTS

Table 1 shows the literacy level of SCs and STs and other categories in all ages. SCs
and STs are showing pleasant growth with an increase of 11 and 12%. The literacy rate
for others category was healthier in 2001 than SCs and STs, it increased by 8% in 2011.
It was surprising that in 2001 in females, only 3.4 out of 10 in STs, and 4.1 out of 10
SCs are literate versus 5.8 out of 10 from other categories. There is considerable
difference in male and female literacy rate in India. In 2001 census the gap between
female and male literacy for SCs is 24.74% and it reduce to 18.80% in 2011, for STs
24.22% in 2001 reduce to 19.22% in 2011. Analysis of literacy rate is restrict to 25-60
age group to get clear picture of literacy as 15-59 age group overlaps with the population
15-24 whose literacy rate is higher (Table 1).

The condition of SCs and STs are good in urban area than rural area (Table 2 & 3). In
rural area, 3.9 and 3.3 person out of 10 from SCs and STs respectively were literate
versus 5.9 and 6.08 out of 10 in urban area (2001). Non-SC ST female have high level
of literacy in both urban and rural area then their other female counterpart, 49.25%
literacy in 2011 increase from 39.57% in 2001 in rural and in urban area it is 77.90% in
2011 against 71.14%. The gap between male and female literacy found more in 2001
and in rural area (both census) for all social group category (Table 2 & 3).

Literacy gap among early adolescent (10-14 years) is found in more in rural area and
much more it was only in 2001 census, the gap was 10.12% in 2001 reduces to only
2.56% in others, 12.72% in 2001 decrease to 2.82% in 2011 for SCs and it is now only
4.18% in 2011 for STs reduces from 15.59% in 2001. Literacy among age groups 15-
19 and 20-24 are important, as they are the new entrant in the workforce. The literacy
in urban areas for 2001 and 2011 is close to 80 percent in both age groups (15-19 & 20-
24) and in all social groups. In 2001, the literacy rate in rural areas was low for women.
The condition of SCs and STs are worst in 2001. Only 58.82% and 43.03% female
from SC category are literate in 2001 that jumps to 82.54% and 67.22% in 2011 for age
group 15-19 and 20-24 age groups respectively (Table 4, 5 & 6).

Table 7 shows the analysis of main worker (Employment-to-population ratio) among
social group, male-female, urban-rural and in all ages. The figure identifies that the
crude work participation rate for the country is 29.94%. The work participation rate
among females (15.21%) is less than one third of male (43.83%) work participation
rate in India. More involved in main work activity of employment than SCs (28.49%)
and others (29.4%) category. Females from marginalized group are more involved in
main worker activity among STs (23.48%) and SCs (17.01%) as compared to others
(15.49%) category.
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In SCs, around 40% of people fall in other workers’ categories and agricultural labors,
followed by only 16.43% work as cultivators. Populations from STs are more involved
in farm production from table analysis indicating that 40.87% work as cultivator and
36.18% work as agriculture labour (Table 7).

Classification of main worker in urban and rural areas gives a clear picture of distribution
of work (Table 8 & 9). In urban area (89.10%), more people are involved (Table 11 and
12) in other worker category than rural area (28.48%) as the urban area is more depends
on secondary and tertiary sector of economy. In rural area more people are involved in
cultivators (40.76%) and agriculture labour (27.42%) as people mainly rely on the
agriculture economy than urban area (only 2.72% work as cultivator and 64% as
agriculture labour).

The working-age (15-59) population measure is use to give an estimate of the total
number of potential workers within an economy (INVESTOPEDIA). In India, about
44% of people are working as main worker in urban as well as in rural area. The
employment rate for STs (49.43%) is higher than SCs (44.14%) and others category
(43.95%) in country. The reason of high employment rate in STs and SCs understood
by looking at employment rate gender wise. In SCs 20.01% from rural area versus
26.46% from urban are participating in workforce. Whereas in STs 25.83% from rural
area versus highest among all i.e. 37.04% female from urban participating in workforce.
In others (15-59 years age group), people mainly involved in non-agricultural activity
(52.06%) followed by agricultural labors (25.58%) and cultivator (18.89%). More than
three fourth (76.33%) of STs are depend on agro-economy for employment. Large
numbers of STs are primarily work as agricultural labour (40.10%) followed by cultivator
(36.23%) and other worker (22.35%). Household industries are poorly performing in
Indian employment sector (In other category 3.76%, in SCs 2.77% and low for STs i.e.
only 1.32%). In urban area, still large number of STs (15.64%) and SCs (9.77%) are
more involved in agricultural activity (agricultural labourers and cultivators) than non-
SC&ST (6.01%). This review is help to understand that people from STs are heavily
depends on agricultural economy in India.

In India, today 2.44% (2.93% male and 1.91% female) of children age 10-14 years are
working. The percentage seems to be low but the absolute number (3,244,439, for
male 2,033,172 and for female 1,211,267) is shocking. Children from STs (3.86%) and
are more involved in child labour compare to others (2.26%) category but the absolute
number are showing that child labour is more in others category (2,178,439) than STs
(483,844). It is very but obvious that population of others category in child labour is
more than SCs and STs as the base of others category population is larger than marginalized
group.
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One interesting point can be noticed that the percentage of working in household industry
is more among the 10-14 years age group. In others category, 8.66% in urban and
4.19% in rural area are working in household industry.

DISCUSSION

The literacy rate for SCs and STs is improving gradually. Literacy increased in two-
decade among SCs and STs this because of increasing female literacy among the group.
The literacy rate is different for one cohort of age groups to another cohort in two
census periods. Growth in literacy is quite faster for youth than the working-age group
in the country. Particularly in the age group, 10-14 achieve about 90% of literacy in all
social groups, within gender, and within rural-urban India. The picture of literacy among
10-14 age groups is promising toward growth and reduction of discrimination within
social groups and gender. From the three cohorts of youth age groups 10-14, 15-19,
and 20-24, we can indeed say that the perception for literacy is starting to reduce. In
the next census, we have more than 90% literacy rate in youth population in all social
groups, urban-rural and male-female. The barrier for literacy is starting to fall. The
participation of female employment is lower among other categories, but it is at a proper
level among SCs and STs, and that results in a higher employment-population ratio for
SCs and STs (Roy, 2012; Dhende, 2017; Singh, 1989; Chanana, 1993). Other categories
of social groups are involved mainly in another work category. At the same time, people
from STs depend on agricultural economies in rural areas, and SCs are showing mixed
pictures in the work category (Singh, 1989; Reddy, 1989; Kumar, 2013). Child labor is
higher among the STs followed by SCs and then others category. More Male child labor
is found than a female child. NSSO data gives information on employment (Kumar,
1983; Sharma, 1996). Two periods of NSSO, SCs, and STs show remarkable
improvement in higher employment. More STs and SCs are still working in elementary
occupation (NSSO) as compared to other categories, but over two rounds of the survey,
it shows improvement. In SCs and STs, People from elementary occupations moved to
other sectors over two rounds of the survey. Previous studies also pointed to the similar
observation of improvement of SC and ST in educational status (Dhende, 2017 & Roy,
2015; Kamble, 1989). From the census, it can be concluded that female participation
among STs and SCs is quite better than other category. NSSO data for two time periods
shows that there is an improvement in employment among SCs and STs in different
zones and, ultimately in all over India. So it is found that employment conditions among
SCs and STs begin to improve, but there is still a difference between employment
patterns of SC ST with other categories (Rao, 2002; Chitnis, 1975). It is but obvious
that it will take time as they are educationally backward, but within a short span (2004-
2011), SCs and STs showed good improvement, and they improve further
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CONCLUSION

The analysis of the data clearly indicates that the status and condition of the SCs and
STs are developing in two aspects (Literacy and employment). The effort of the
government needed to reduce disparity and to bring all social groups in one flow that
can see from the result. The pace of development is quite slow, but it is a continuous
process. The gap among SC&ST and other category is persisting, but it will soon
disappear, and we can see the sunrise of equality one day.
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